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The purpose of the Circular Collective is to keep you updated with the latest intellectual
frameworks, knowledge, evidence and experience base to underpin a shift from a linear,
extractive economy to a circular, regenerative and restorative economy. Whether you are a
startup looking for funding opportunities or a student who wishes to understand the topic of
Circular Economy in detail, this curated newsletter shall enable you to keep up to date with the
latest opportunities. Happy Reading!

Headlines from August 2021
Coming Soon: IITM powered online marketplace for E-waste
Vehicle scrappage policy will promote circular economy: PM Modi
BMW Group launches the RE:BMW Circular Lab
Colgate-Palmolive launches recyclable toothpaste tubes
Trash turns into treasure in new plastic economy

Featured Article

Ten Cities leading their way in Circular
Economy - European Hub

We at The Circular Collective are starting a special series where we look into how cities across
different continents are incorporating CE principles into their vision plan. Here are ten cities
that are incorporating Circular Economy principles in the long term vision and mission of their
respective Cities. Do you know of any other city in Europe that is worth exploring? Do write to
us at info@thecircularcollective.com

Read more!

The Circular Collective Curates

Articles from our Contributors

Why the humble Bronze deserves a
Gold!
Organizers of Tokyo Olympics 2020 used the
Games as an opportunity to showcase new ideas
and innovative technologies which include the
concept of Circular Economy, in which waste and
pollution are reduced while products and materials
are reused or recycled. To make the 5000 gold,
silver and bronze medals, precious metals were
extracted from electronic devices contributed by
people all over Japan! Even the Olympic torch was
produced using aluminium from temporary
housing built in the aftermath of the 2011 East
Asian Earthquake and Tsunami. So why do we
think that Bronze deserves to be on the Podium?

Shift to a Circular Economy: the role
of education from youth to higher
education
Circular economy (CE) has emerged as the new
economic model that tries to overcome the current
production and consumption based on a so-called
“linear economy” (“take, make and dispose of
model”). CE is aimed at a systemic transformation
of our current economy wherein the value of
products, materials and resources are maintained
in the economy for as long as possible, the
generation of waste is minimized and a
sustainable, low carbon, green, resource-efficient
and competitive economy is established.

Want to contribute to the Circular Collective India?
Write to us at info@thecircularcollective.com

Podcast Series

Weekly Gupshup Roundup
Last Podcast Episodes
We are really excited to bring to you weekly episodes we call Gupshup! It's just 10 minutes and
would definitely give you a boost of energy to keep you motivated to become more Circular!

Episode 32: Barloworld
Barloword is a South African
industrial conglomerate, with
the second-largest Caterpillar
equipment remanufacturing
plant in the world. Barloworld
developed a 30,000 square
meter facility: 20,000 square
meters are for the rebuilding of
components and the
remainder, 10,000, is for
warehousing purposes. Isn’t
that fascinating? Tune into the
episode to learn more

Episode 33: Novamont

Soil needs to be considered an
ecological system and a finite
resource. Conservation of soil
biodiversity and soil organic
carbon through sustainable
farming practices should be
deemed essential to improve
agricultural land health and
productivity. And with this
example, it seems that
Biomass wastes have played a
major role in the
implementation of biorefinery
in the circular bioeconomy.

Episode 34: Dutch
aWEARness

Episode 35: Rainbeer

Episode 36: Spinnova

Episode 37: Plastic Free
Gift Cards

In the year 2010, Rien Otto
(founder of Dutch
aWEARness) met cradle-tocradle pioneer Michael
Braungart and got inspired by
their discussion, which set him
to investigate how the cradleto-cradle concept could be
applied to the textiles
industry. The circular economy
has an immense potential to
transform textile waste
problems. Also, India being a
huge manufacturing hub for
textiles, we really need to
promote good practices and
create disincentives to avoid
mass wastage of textiles!

Every year we produce 21
billion pair of shoes worldwide
and 95% of those ends up in
the landfill. Such massive
production of shoes is linked
with high CO2 emissions,
enormous water consumption
and the use of highly toxic
products. A vast shift towards

RainBeer, a Netherland’s based
organization that coordinates
with Dutch breweries to turn
excess rain into beer. Just
imagine, if the world's water
supply were only 100 litres (26
gallons), our usable water
supply of fresh water would be
only about 0.003 litres (onehalf teaspoon). Rainwater is
softer than tap water and
contains fewer minerals. These
are ideal characteristics for
making beer. Some recipes are
requiring 30% fewer hops for
the same flavour creation
compared to tap water.
According to experts, the
softness also ensures that the
bitterness of the beer comes
into its own.

6 billion payment cards are
manufactured every year
around the world; Very few of
which are recycled cards! The
amount of plastic used to
produce banking cards every
year is equivalent to the
weight of 150 Boeing 747s. So

sustainability is a must. Yet,
most fashion houses tend to
focus on formal
developments, rather than on
process and material
innovation, giving sustainable
solutions the cold shoulder.
Do check out Spinnova which
is a Finland based company
that is transforming the way
textiles are made globally.

what are the solutions here:
Recycled plastic cards,
Bioplastic cards etc. are an
option, however till the time
we have a hard product in our
hands, its end of life will
always be a point of concern.
Tune into this episode to know
more!

CE tool of the Month

Ellen MacArthur Foundation

Circular economy for food: city government
self-assessment
Use this self-assessment tool to find out where your city is on its journey to a circular economy
for food. Completing this questionnaire can help you understand areas to focus on to
accelerate progress towards a thriving food system based on circular economy principles.
This self-assessment will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.

Explore further!

Job Opportunities in CE
Aditya Birla Group: Team Member - Sustainability
Amazon India: Senior Policy Manager, Sustainability
Aavishkar: Manager - Circular Apparel Innovation Factory
Researcher, Circular Future Cities Research Project
DOCTORAL POSITION (R1) – CIRCULAR ECONOMY INNOVATION IN SERVICE
ORGANIZATIONS

What is important to you?
What would you like us to feature more in the next newsletter?

Upcoming Events

Funding Opportunities

Publications

Opinion pieces

Career Opportunities

Startup Showcase
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